
Literature	  of	  the	  Absurd	  
	  
The Literature of the absurd attempts to depict a grotesque caricature of our world; a world without faith, meaning, direction or 
freedom of will.  Human life is more and more removed from natural; we are alienated from the earth and each other. As human 
behaviour becomes more conditioned and psychologically manipulated and pre-determined by the conformity of the mass media, it is 
no longer governed by logic or the rational. 
 
The meaningless and fecklessness (loss of a sense of direction and purpose) of life is depicted as rambling often chaotic structure of 
the works.  Nothing is sequential and nothing follows from that which went before. 
 
The arbitrariness of decision making is indicated in the capricious way the promotions system works in most bureaucracies, especially 
the army.  There seems little rhyme or reason for many decisions that are made- they are whimsical and illogical. 
 
The Literature of the Absurd shows the world as an incomprehensible place.  Distortions occur both in time and place that perplex 
us.  Language fails to communicate and explain symptoms. 
	  


