In-Class Essay 

NAME________________________

The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven
DATE__________________


In the first four stories of Sherman Alexie’s The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven, Alexie’s storytelling addresses multiple themes, issues, and perspectives. 

Please choose one of the following questions for your essay topic:

1. What elements of Native American culture are most significant and meaningful, according to Alexie’s stories?
2. What does Alexie suggest is most complicated about being Native American in America?  

3. How do Victor’s relationships help him understand his own identity, based on his interactions, memories, and narrative in Alexie’s stories?
4. At one point in the story “A Drug Called Tradition,” Victor makes this comment to his friends: “It’ll be very fucking Indian.” In his stories, what does Alexie suggest about ‘real’ Indians?
5. Despite the obvious challenges of Native American life, how does Alexie recognize that there is hope, optimism, and a brighter side to life on the reservation?
Your response should contain:

· An introduction and thesis statement.  Introduce (with a hook sentence) the ideas that you will explore in your essay.  After careful explanation, transition to a thesis statement that presents a clear and arguable position in response to one of the above questions.  In your introduction and thesis, consider the ways that theme and technique appear in more than one story.  
· Two body paragraphs Please compose two paragraphs that support the thesis statement and explain how Alexie’s narrative and techniques emphasize his points.   Each body paragraph should reference at least one story.  In addition, your body paragraphs should include evidence and embed at least two direct quotations (from two different stories) that support your argument.  

· A conclusion Please compose a conclusion that reiterates your ideas and explains Sherman Alexie’s goals and overall message. Your concluding paragraph should also explain the ways Alexie’s work is relevant in today’s world.

You may use your copy of the text Lone Ranger.  You may also allude to film clips, supplemental readings, ideas raised during class discussion, or any notes you have taken in class. 

Assignment Value:  40 points.


