Contemporary World Literature   Guidelines to Success       


Mr. Packard

Course Objectives


The purpose of this course is to help studetns become better readers, writers, and critical thinkers.  Emphasis will be placed on the development and improvement of writing skills and on the appreciation and analysis of literature.  Standard English grammar, language usage, and style analysis, will be studied throughout the semester


Texts we will explore this year include The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven, Between Shades of Gray, Interpreter of Maladies, Kite Runner, In the Time of the Butterflies and Purple Hibiscus. 

In addition to course texts, there will be many supplemental materials distributed during class.
Speaking and Class Presentations


Throughout the semester we will discuss novels and current issues from around the world.  This will require class participation and the presentation of student-generated projects and presentations.  Students should expect to be active participants in classroom discussions and activities each day.  

Movies 


The primary purpose of this class is to develop reading and writing skills.  However, it is sometimes helpful to view a film or film clip that can help students build schema and/or critical thinking and reading skills.  I will strive to show only PG-13 moves or below, but there may be an occasion when we see an R rated movie.  I will ask students to discuss all movie choices with their parent/guardian before we begin them in class.
Writing


Students should expect to do a great deal of writing.  We will work on:



• informal and "free" writing



• formal essays and writing projects in a variety of genres



• grammar lessons that focus on areas of need/concern

Reading


Students should expect to read every night.  It is important that students keep up with their reading so that they can participate in classroom discussions and writings.  Short "surprise" quizzes will frequently be used to keep students honest.  Announced essay and/or objective exams will follow each unit. 


In addition to class novels, students will also be expected to read at least two novels outside of class EACH semester.  Outside reading novels will be at least 250 pages long, to the student’s reading ability, and of interest to the student.  Accountability for outside reading texts will come in the form of Book Groups or a summative project.


Book Groups involve each student “pitching” a book they would like to read to the class.  Immediately following the book talks, students choose three books they would like to read.  Students will be placed in groups based on their choices.  Each group is then responsible for creating a reading schedule that coincides with class book group days (usually 4 per book) and conducting group-guided discussions of their book.  During Book Group time, students will be graded on bringing their book to class, supplying evidence of close reading, active involvement in the group discussion and the group’s degree of focus on the discussion.  Missing a book group day requires a TWO-page analysis of that particular section of the book turned in to Mr. Packard in accordance with the Pioneer attendance policy.


Summative projects are typically completed and turned in on the due date.  Summative projects usually include:



• Creating dynamic poster boards focusing on thematic elements



• Double entry journals



• One-on-One discussion with Mr. Packard



• Partner Interviews


At the end of each Book Group, students will be responsible for writing a review of their book and putting the review in their student portfolio.

Vocabulary 
Students will build their own word list each week based on their reading during the week.  Students will choose 10 words that they don’t know an do the following:
Type the word and put it in BOLD 
Copy the original sentence where the word was found – cite the source

Define the word - site the source (if students can define it without a source, it's too easy!)

Write an original sentence showing understanding of the word and how it is used.

Student Evaluation


My system works by points.  Each assignment or activity is worth a certain number of points.  Each student’s percentage is figured by dividing total points earned by total possible points.  Percentages are matched to letter grades based on grading standards in Powerschool.

Student progress during marking periods can be checked via Powerschool.
Semester grades are calculated by averaging the percentages for each quarter in the semester and the final exam as follows:


1st 9 weeks
45%
2nd 9 weeks
45%
Final Exam
10%

Accountability for Homework

All assignments must be completed in order for students to succeed.  All homework and class assignments are expected on the date they are due.  No late work will be accepted!  Because unexpected difficulties arise, each student will receive Two homework passes that will allow him/her to turn in an assignment up to TWO school days late.  If extenuating circumstances exist, please meet with me to request an extension well before the due date (if possible).
Accountability for Class Time


Working together and building a sense of community is an important component to the learning experience.  Students can expect class discussions/lectures, in-class assignments, journal writing, quizzes/tests, group/cooperative challenges, writing workshops and other daily activities.  Therefore, consistent attendance is essential!  


If a student is absent with an excused absence it is her/his responsibility to check our weekly schedule and see another student or me to get caught up.  The best time to talk with me is at lunch.  I may also be available during 5th and 6th hours, depending on my schedule. Keep in mind some things we do in class cannot be made up.  Another good way to stay current is to check mrpackard.com.

If a student is absent and returns on the day of a previously announced test or paper deadline, the expectation is that the student will take the test/turn in the paper that day.


For an EXCUSED absence, all work must be made up in a timely fashion (number of consecutive days you are absent plus one).  NOTHING can be made up if you have an UNEXCUSED absence 

Extra Time


I am very available before, during and after school. Remember, I'm here to help you!








Donald J. Packard








Mrpackard.com

Packard@aaps.k12.mi.us Best way to contact me

994-1905 x 38619 Please leave a message.

663-3949 Home in   EMERGENCY.  

Because my phone is in my classroom, it goes right to voicemail. Please leave a message that included your phone number and a good time during the day to return your call.  I'll call you back as soon as possible.
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