Study Questions Chapter 1 



Name ____________________________

Turn to the In Memoriam page (before the Contents page).  What fact do you notice about Patria, Minerva, Maria and Rufino?  What do you think happened?  In present day, why is November 25th busy for Dede?



Why is Rufino separate from Patria, Minerva and Maria? 



Check out the Contents page.  Alvarez starts the novel in 1994 and then flashes back to 1943. From there she moves chronologically through the book until the epilogue, which jumps back to 1994.  How might using flashbacks influence the story?




In the time of the Butterflies is considered historical fiction that takes place in the Dominican Republic.  What countries are to the _____ of the Dominican Republic?

East:



West:




South:



Who is the “gringa dominicana” that comes to visit Dede in 1994?




What two things does she apologize for?


1.  



2.  

What does it suggest about life in D.R. that the streets aren’t named and time seems fluid?


Go back and find the two parts of the quote ending in: “ . . . and then for the fun of it, opening and closing the flap of the envelope to watch the tree come apart and then back together again” (page 4)

What does the tree symbolize?


Explain what it means for the tree to “come apart and then back together again.”  If it’s not about the tree, than explain.



Why is ironic that Dede is a life insurance salesperson?



What are some details about Dede’s sisters?  (See bottom of page 6)

Minerva




Maria Teresa




Patria


Assuming your children are all healthy, how important is it for you to have at least one child the same gender as you?  Explain  (page 8)




Explain what Dede’s father (Enrique) means when he says, “Every soft foot needs a hard shoe”  (page 8).  




What type of man is he?  Give two examples.


Type of man:


Example 1


Example 2 




What two sisters want to be lawyers?   



What might this reveal about their character (remember this is not current day in the USA).



Explain what “words stitched to words until they are the winding sheet” means?  




Why are there people “listening” to what they say?


Who/what is “el cuco”?  (page 10)




What does it suggest that the family goes inside “leaving the rockers for the yard boy to bring in”? (page 10)




Extra credit (2 points)  What game has a “board with a little glass you move around”  (page 9) ?  What does that game claim to do?  



Vocabulary you aren’t sure of:
