The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven rhetorical writing.

Choose one (or more) of the following:  Amusements, Traffic Signal, Phoenix
Throughout our study of The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven, we’ve looked closely at not only what Alexie says, but how he says it.  This is your chance to explore Alexie’s message(s) by analyzing his words and his structures.
Essay topic: 


Analyze how Sherman Alexie’s use of rhetoric, technique, and structure communicates his message/theme to readers.
Here is how you might structure your essay:


Introduction:


Think Hook, Bridge and Thesis.




Hook – Draw in readers with an interesting lead.  This can be a question.




Bridge – This part connects the Hook to the thesis and often contains the title and author

Thesis – This is what you want to prove.  It MUST be arguable and be connected to the  purpose of your essay.  I suggest that you choose ONE theme and show how Alexie uses two or three different rhetorical devices to develop that theme.

Sample Thesis:  Alexie’s use of symbolism and metaphor shows that the Native Americans have lost control of their traditional way of life.   

Body One, Two and Three:
Topic Sentence:  This should be arguable – Choose a specific structure/technique that you will prove has contributed to the theme of the story.  You sample topic sentence can be:  Alexie utilizes symbolism in order to . . . or Alexie utilizes metaphors in order to . . . 
Generic  Patter:  Author + Verb + Rhetorical Device + Purpose.

Evidence – Use direct quotes from a particular story.  The quote you use should reflect the structure you are discussing



Analysis – Explain the structure/technique in the quote



Analysis – Analyze how that structure/technique influences the theme



Concluding Sentence – Sum up and transition to next body paragraph


Conclusion
Restate your thesis in different words.  Also, connect the issues in this essay (maybe Alexie’s theme) to current day.  Are there other people that might feel like Alexie?  Do you know other writers that use structure as well as Alexie?  Make it interesting!
